
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “COME to the End,” is number 52 in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
10:05 a.m.    Aldersgate 101
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship    
 6:30 p.m.     Garden Party

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Monday:
    7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
Wednesday:
     7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday:
     5:30 p.m. Meet the Teacher at Bowie



   Children’s Ministry: Back-to-School Blessing!
     Next week, as you’ve probably heard by 
now, we will have a special back-to-school 
blessing during the 9 a.m. service. We’re 
asking everyone to bring their backpacks 
or diaper bags with them that morning. We 
will give you a cool tag with the Aldersgate 
logo on the front and space to write your 
personal info on the back. It identifies your 
backpack and also reminds you to go and 
love those with whom you cross paths each 
day. Also, we will have a special guest, Steve 
Winger, the Juggler for Jesus, that morning 
instead of a traditional sermon. Steve was 
the college director at the church I attended 
while I was at Texas Tech, and he is quite 
entertaining for kids and adults! We invite 
all the children to stay in the service that day and to enjoy the juggling and storytelling.  I would advise you 
to sit as close to the front as you can so the kids don’t miss a thing! There will still be a nursery available, as 
needed. 
        Then, after the service, we will have a breakfast in the Fellowship Hall, so there will be no regular Sunday 
School classes. Finally, we can all walk to McMurry for their 11 a.m. Welcome Week Chapel. We will have 
childcare available here at the church if you don’t want to take your children with you to McMurry. 
        — Alayna Brooks

     This Fall Aldersgate is starting a Men’s Softball Team. 
Participants must be finished with high school or be 
at least 18 years old. Games will be played on Monday 
nights, beginning September 14th. The cost is $50, 
which includes team and player dues, a jersey, team 
balls for practice and games, possibly a few bats, and 
practice field costs. The number of teams that sign up 
will determine the number of games. We are estimating 
about 10 games and then playoffs. 

      We still have a few more slots open, if you would like to be a part of the team, please grab a contract 
from the Welcome Center and fill it out. Return the contract and your entry fee to Scott Findley or Daniel 
Mathis today. If you would like more information, you also may mark your interest on your Welcome Card, 
or call us.
    We hope that this will be another way our community here at Aldersgate can grow closer in relationship 
with one  another. — Scott Findley (325-370-2502) & Daniel Mathis (325-370-5223)

Men’s Ministry: Softball Free Agency — Last Day!



Eden:  “Where are you?”  

                                                                                                      TREE OF LIFE

New Jerusalem:  “Come!”

The Heart of the Story/God

Outside/Lost:  Responding to the Spirit, Joining the Spirit

Jesus is COMING soon…REWARD! (Rev. 22:12) 

                                                                 COME, LORD JESUS! 

ALIVE in the Spirit: COME to the End
Revelation 22:12-17

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus



College Ministry: Students are Coming!
    Believe it or not, students return to Abilene 
this week! The freshmen move-in dates for 
our area universities is this Wednesday, 
August 19th. I am very excited to jumpstart 
our college ministry for the fall semester. I 
hope that our church can connect with new 
students, and reconnect with those who 
return. I would ask that you remember our 
college students in your prayers this week 
and next, as they settle in to new living 
arrangements, prepare for their coursework, 
and begin the new semester. There is so much energy and excitement during this time of the year! There 
is also plenty of anxiety and nervousness. It is my prayer that our faith community will continue to offer 
hospitality to all college students, and that we will be a community where students can find peace, hope, 
and a sense of belonging. 
    If you are interested in more information regarding the college ministry or would like to commit to 
serving within the ministry during the upcoming semester, please let me know @ kyle@aldersgateabilene.
org or 665-9916! Grace and peace! — Kyle Watson

Connections: Growth Groups Beginning September 13th
     Growth Group sign-ups start today! Instead of writing a newsletter article sharing why I think you should 
join a group, I’ll allow Growth Group members to do it themselves. I asked them what they would tell 
someone who is considering joining a Growth Group. Here’s how they responded:
     —“This is not a place where ‘churchy’ people meet to discuss how awesome they are in their walk with God. 
This is where real people, with real struggles and real triumphs, meet to lift each other up and GROW in a 
relationship with God.”
       —“Do it. We are made to know and be known by others, and this gives you the chance to do that at your 
own pace. Growth Group is a place both to recharge your batteries for the week and know that there is a group 

of people who know you and care about you.”
   —“I hesitated at first to join a Growth Group. Never 
did I imagine the difference my group has made in my 
life. The support and friendships are always there for 
me. Blessings from God.” 
  Groups meet Sunday and Wednesday evenings 
beginning September 13th and childcare is available. 
You can visit the Welcome Center to sign up for a 
group or get more information. You can also contact 
me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at 
(210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       8.9.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $33,545.60
Received This Month-to-Date = $41,379.70
Received Year-to-Date = $501,373.04
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $30,335.28
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $63,688.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 197
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 135  

Total Worship Service Attendance = 332                       
 Sunday school = 177

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



by Pastor Amy We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual 
Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson. If you 
would like a copy, 
please call the church office at 
672-7893, or make a note on the 
Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                

           
Sun:     
Mon:   
Tue:     
Wed:   
Thur:             
Fri:      
Sat:     

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

    As I reported last week, the students 
at Bowie Elementary (our neighborhood 
school) will begin the first day of the 2015-
2016 school year in a brand new building, 
and our preparations to assist with their 
transition have begun!

    On Monday of last week, a handful of wonderful volunteers took 
some time to organize the beautiful new Resource Room, where 
extra school supplies, food, clothing, back packs, shoes, etc. are kept 
for the teachers and students. Thank you! Then, on Thursday of last 
week, all of the Bowie teachers and staff members were treated to a 
Back-to-School breakfast in our Fellowship Hall. Once again, thank 
you to those of you who made that special event possible! 
    We at Aldersgate have two more opportunities this week to show 
God’s love to the teachers, staff members, children and families of 
Bowie as the school year begins:
   • Thursday, August 20 @ 5:30 p.m.: As many volunteers as possible 
    are needed to set up and serve a free meal during the annual 
    Meet-the-Teacher event at Bowie.
   • Thursday, August 20 @ 7:15 p.m.: After Meet-the-Teacher, all are  
     welcome to stay for a brief dedication and prayer walk through 
     the new school!
   Your steadfast participation in this area of our mission field does 
not go unnoticed. Just last week, I heard Principal Tina Jones say to 
someone who was asking about the partnership between  Aldersgate 
and Bowie: “Seriously, there is not a day that goes by during the 
school year that we don’t see someone from Aldersgate in our 
building.”
    Her comment brings joy to my heart because I know that God 
continues to be at work within and through all of us as we serve 
together. I am so grateful for the evidence of that work that we have 
seen already!
    Many of you know that Greg Rake has played a huge role in our 
partnership with Bowie in his capacity as counselor. I learned 
last week that Greg will be serving in a new role in the Abilene 
Independent School District and that Amanda Young, spouse of 
Dr. David Young, AISD’s new superintendent, has been named as 
Bowie’s new counselor. We are so thankful for Mr. Rake for all that 
he has done, and we look forward to working with Mrs. Young as the 
2015-2016 year begins! Thanks be to God!

Romans 11-13 
Romans 14-16
Acts 20:4-23:35
Acts 24-26
Acts 27-28
Colossions 1-4, Philemon 1
Ephesians 1-6

Revelation 22: 12-17
Revelation 1: 1-3
Revelation 14: 1-13
Revelation 16: 1-15
Revelation 19: 1-9
Revelation 20: 1-6
Revelation 22: 1-7

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings


